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• Sarah Woody was only 18 when she and
her husband, David Woody, became Miami
Mergers Dee. 19,2009, just days after finishing
up their final exams.

"It snowed on our wedding day," Sarah says.

She had nine bridesmaids and a ceremony filled
with roses. For their honeymoon, the couple
went on their first cruise to the Caribbean. And
when winter break was over, they headed back
to Oxford for the start of spri ng semester.

"Being married young, a lot of people judge
you," Sarah says. "But it was something we
really wanted to do."

Sarah and David met during middle school. She
was in sixth grade and he was in seventh. Both
homeschooled, the pair met through a co-op
and remained close friends until high school
when they began dating, despite attending
different schools.

"We were best friends," Sarah says. "We had
the same group of friends growing up."

The pair got engaged right out of high school,
and Sarah says it was something they had
always talked about.

"We knew we were going to get married
someday," she says.

Sarah says both families were supportive of their
decisions, as were their friends.

"Our friends all knew it was going to happen,"
she says. "It wasn't a huge surprise."

A year ahead in school, David spent
his first year of college at
University of

Cincinnati, but he transferred
to Miami when Sarah
was accepted.

"The first semester we
didn't live together,"
Sarah says. "We
actually lived
separate which was
kind of weird."
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But she
says being
married has been a
maturing experience.

"You are kind of forced to grow up a little bit,"
Sarah says.

For their one-year anniversary, the couple spent
the evening in downtown Cincinnati.

"It wasn't anything too big," Sarah says.

Sarah, a junior accounting major, and David, a
senior accounting and finance major, are now
looking forward to a happy future together.

"We both are pretty future-oriented," Sarah
says. "That's how we are."

She says while they aren't sure what is going to
happen in the next few years, they at least share
the same goals. But for now, they are focused
on finishing school as a happily married couple.

"It's a fun experience and I've enjoyed every
minute of it," Sarah says. "I've had more fun
being married than not married." •
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But unlike most
first-year college
students, Sarah
did not live in a
dorm or have a
meal plan. She
commuted her
first year and
has since
been living in
an Oxford apartment
with David.

Sarah was surprised to find that she and David
were some of the only engaged or married
college students at Miami.

"Growing up as a kid, you always think
people get married in college," Sarah says. "I
assumed I'd meet couples that were married
or engaged. It was hard at first not having any
couple friends."

In addition to taking classes, planning a
wedding was also a challenge. Sarah says she
took night classes during her first semester and
had a great deal of help from others.

"I had so much support from my mom and
his mom," Sarah says. "I had so many people
helping me. I don't know what I would have
done without them."

Sarah says she doesn't regret getting married
young. While sometimes her friends are able to
do things she isn't, she is extremely happy with
her choice.

"I have limitations," Sarah says. "To go
clubbing and go dance with a bunch of
guys, I can't do that."


