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• The phrase "Those who can't do,
teach" is not exactly comforting. You
have to wonder: how many times has a
professor or instructor asked you to do
something and you weren't completely
sure they could do it themselves?

To be sure, it helps to know the person in charge
of your education has succeeded at what they are
teaching you.

For some majors, it's as simple has having held a job
in the field. But in the English department, the level of
achievement required for success is harder than just
getting a job. To be considered qualified in the field
of writing, it comes down to one question: have you
been published?

While publication comes in a number of forms, the
most recognized and celebrated is publishing a book.
Miami University professors Joseph Bates and Eric
Goodman have recently done just that.

Bates, a visiting assistant professor, has been at Miami
for the past four years, teaching upper-level workshops
and other high-level creative writing courses. He has
published a number of short fiction stories, reviews
and articles, but never a book-until recently.

Professors Who've
Published

His first book, The Nighttime Novelist, was released in September. But it's
not a novel. It's more of a guide to writing one.

While it may not be a lengthy work of fiction, it provides an equally
important lesson for his students-how to write when you have a million
other things to do. Bates says he worked on a deadline to complete the
book at the request of the publisher, but he had to do so while juggling
responsibilities and classes.

"It was difficult because I was working on the book in the middle of the
academic year," Bates says. "I was teaching and writing at the same time."

He says he'd spend the day teaching and spend his nights in a coffee shop
working on his "other job." He had to find a balance.

"Teaching can take up 100 percent of your time if you let it and so can
writing," Bates says.

He says working on a strict deadline helped keep him motivated.

"There was a real deadline crunch on the book, which made it even more
difficult," Bates says. "They wanted a very quick production schedule on
it and from the moment the contract was signed to when the book came
out, that whole thing lasted a year."

He says he won't make his students purchase the book, which contains a
number of exercises he tried out in class first.

"That would probably be in poor taste," Bates says.

And although he hasn't published the elusive novel just yet, he says he has
one in the works about Franz Kafka playing baseball.
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Bates says the reason he hasn't published a novel is
because it's a task he hasn't been able to follow all
the way through until recently. But with one published
book now under his belt, and contacts and some
friends in the business, Bates says he has high hopes
for his next work.

Goodman, on the other hand, is accustomed to the
process of publishing a novel-or four.

His first novel was published in 1980 and his second
in 1983-both before he carne to teach at Miami in
1991. Since then, he has published two more books
and is working on another.

Goodman teaches a range of fiction and creative
nonfiction workshops at the undergraduate and
graduate levels.

His next book, Twelfth and Race, is in the revision stage.

"This novel is about love and race," Goodman says.
"About a mixed race couple set against the backdrop
of the racial troubles in Cincinnati, 2001."

But in October, Goodman traveled to Kansas City to
do research after his publisher requested he change
the setting from Cincinnati to a different location,
which he plans to base on his research.

"I think I can do it, but certain things will change
because of the change of setting," he says.

Knowing he will be teaching while working on
the novel, Goodman anticipates a few more early
mornings and a lot more coffee.

"I will be sleeping less over the next few months,"
Goodman says.

Having taken a course with Bates and currently enrolled in a fiction
workshop with Goodman, senior creative writing major Rachel Peterson
feels privileged-to be working with published authors.

"It's exciting to take a class with a published author because they have real-
world knowledge," Peterson says.

But it's also an expectation that those who teach know what they are
talking about. Peterson acknowledges the publishing industry is a tough
one to break into, but she doesn't think it's a reasonable expectation for her
to succeed if the people teaching her can't either.

"It would make me wonder what business they have teaching me about an
industry in which they have failed to succeed," Peterson says. "Why would
I want to follow their advice?"

Of course Peterson's fears are only hypothetical, but Goodman says seeing
people who have been successful in the industry is extremely important for
aspiring creative writers.

In his own experience, Goodman says it made him believe he could succeed.

"Just the idea that people being in college and meeting people who were
really publishing was really kind of transformative for me," Goodman says.
"That made it seem possible."

"I think I'd probably be a lawyer or a doctor now," he adds, "if not for the
fact that 'Wow, real people can really do this.'"

Goodman, also the director of the creative writing program, says this is
why he tries to bring so many authors to campus for readings. He says it's
important to bring people in who are doing interesting work so they can
talk about the process and allow students to model it.

"I think it really makes a difference for students," Goodman says.

Peterson agrees there is a lot to be gained from listening to and getting
to know published writers.

"It makes me feel that I am learning to be successful from successful
people," Peterson says. "If a professor has been published, it means they
know at least something about the business and their writing techniques
are solid."

Bates says there is an expectation for those within the field to write and
teach at the same time. In other words, writers shouldn't quit their day jobs.

"The majority of books on the shelf are people who hold some other kind
of job and steal moments to work on their fiction," Bates says.

And right now, Bates and Goodman are doing just that-showing students
how rewarding multitasking can be.•


