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• Getting a ride from a parent is the typical choice for
Miami University students when the time comes to
return to Oxford. Embracing this option, sophomore
Amanda Buchheit gets a ride to school with her father.

Normal, right? No.

Unlike the majority of her classmates, she doesn't sit in
the passenger seat of her family's car. Instead, she sits
in her father's airplane.

"My dad is a pilot and he flies me to and from school,"
Buchheit says.

The pilot of a Citation Excel airplane, Buchheit's father
flies her into the Oxford airport. Buchheit says it is a
bustling place.

"On move-in day they had about 25 planes there this
year," she says.

But this girl doesn't just go along for the ride. Since
flying is a passion of her father's, Buchheit decided to
give it a try and began flying when she was
15 years old.

Buchheit's father encouraged all three of his daughters
to fly, but they were hard to convince.

"My dad always wanted one of us to try it," she says.
"My sisters are more girlie than me so I was the only
one who ended up doing it."

After a summer dedicated to training, Buchheit earned
her pilot's license when she was 17 years old. She flies
a Skyhawkl72, a single propeller plane fitting
four people.

"1 could fly myself to Miami if I wanted to," she says.
"My dad encourages me to. But since I got my license,
I haven't had a lot of time to fly so I have never done
that. It's a possibility though."

Buccheit flew solo for the first time on her 16th
birthday; the first day it was legal. She said the flight
was scary but exciting. Despite her natural fears of
flying alone for the first time, Buchheit was certainly
prepared for the fl ight.
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"I probably had somewhere
around 70 hours in a plane before I
did that," she says.

Prior to flying alone, she studied
books, took tests and flew with an
instructor for training. While they
were airborne, her instructor tested
her ability to react to emergencies
like a failed engine or a deer on the
runway.

"Basically if there is a problem
you need to be ready to fix it,"
Buchheit says. "You just have to
stay calm. If you're coming down
and it looks like you're not going to
have a good landing, you need to
come back around and try again."

During her lessons, Buchheit's
instructor pulled the throttle all the
way back, making the engine stay
on while the plane was not using
any power.

"It was kind of like being in
neutral," she says.

The instructor kept the power back
until Buchheit was able to recover
the plane by getting a low airspeed
and found a place she could land
in case of a real emergency.

Even though she finds lifting off
easy, landing can be a challenge.

"When you take off it doesn't
matter what angle the plane is at
because you're in the air," she says.
"But landing is more complicated,
especially when it's windy."

One place Buchheit enjoys flying
is above the lake near her home in
Buffalo, N.Y.

"I like flying on the water because
there is a great view of the city of
Buffalo on the other side of the
lake," she says. "You can easily
see windmills recently installed on
the waterfront."

In regards to her talent, Buccheit
remains modest. When her friends
find out she has her pilot's license,
they are surprised by it and wonder
why she didn't tell them before.

Buccheit may be humble around
her peers, but she is certainly
proud of her accomplishments.

"(Flying) is very cool," she says. "I
love being able to do it." •


