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• Now more than ever students are appreciating
the importance of free speech, something Joy Davis,
a Miami University junior, learned about in one of
her political science classes last spring. It was this
that sparked her enthusiasm for creating the new
diversity magazine, The Crucible, which highlights a
multicultural aspect at Miami that is often overlooked.

"I thought there was a need for a multicultural
publication to highlight the events of campus,"
Davis says.

~~ I think a lot of
multicultural students are
like a mystery.
-Joy Davis 11'11'
While many would think of high school required
reading when hearing "The Crucible," the name was
not chosen because of any association with witch-
hunts. Instead, The Crucible--the magazine--alludes to
is a scientific vessel used for mixing chemicals at high
temperatures.

This "mixing pot" metaphor was exactly what Davis
was going for.

"The Crucible is a melting pot of different cultures,"
Davis says. "I love the idea of the melting pot."

After coming up with her concept, Davis spoke to
Gerald Yearwood and Elozia Domingo-Snyde, senior
administrators in the Office of Diversity Affairs, who
encouraged her to continue doing research over last
summer on similar publications.

"I did a lot of researching on newspapers and how
they influence campuses," Davis says.

From this research, she was convinced she wanted
to create a magazine. The process of actually starting
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The Crucible began with a lot of
meetings Davis says.

With the help of Yearwood, faculty
adviser for The Crucible, Davis
gathered a small staff of students to
launch the first issue of
the magazine.

"It wasn't as easy as I thought it
was going to be," she says.

As editor-in-chief, Davis wanted
the magazine to contain all forms
of expressive media. She decided
to include photography, poetry,
short stories and articles about
everything diverse.

"I don't want to leave anyone out,"
she says.

Davis hopes her magazine will
help shed light on the campus's
multicultural student body and
provide a medium for multicultural
students to express themselves.

"I think a lot of multicultural
students are like a mystery,"
Davis says.

The university has shown
significant interest in the
publication, and the admissions
office hopes to show it to
prospective students and parents.
Davis believes the magazine could
encourage a more diverse student
body to enroll.

Even before the first issue came
out, The Crucible was already
creating a buzz. But Davis is
involved in more than just her
magazine. She is currently the
philanthropy chair of her sorority,
Zeta Phi Beta, and the alumni

relationships chair of the Miami
Misfitz.

"I'm a crazy woman," Davis says.
"I get drawn into everything."

Being a junior, Davis had to think
of the future of her magazine
and who would run it after
she graduates, but she remains
confident in her younger
staff members.

"They really want to keep it going,"
she says.

Though she wants to do it all-
both create and run a magazine
while still participating in all her
activities-Davis knows she can't
be Wonder Woman.

She took the first step by creating
The Crucible, but now Davis has a
staff she needs to trust with what
she calls, her "little baby."

"I'm learning to sit back and ask for
help," she says.•
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